


G RFF

ERFMR (I288 —KEE) NRE @ e —REBERER
AR - BFTEMEE T E2NAETEFBPILR - EREE -8
MERHEILIEE T E2MRERTOCTFEIZNRTLE - ER—F
& - wERMEIIENEELIM  RBECRHF - BIRERM
BRI EMT] - ELEE  RABAEIRKEE - BWME2RTEFS
MCBENZERY - WREREETEZREHEENERRA -

TERRTMERKMHERER - ER—BRMEENAN - BHER - X1t
HRSHHEE - T20% - FHETN LAMGE - BRAETERR -« Kk
SLIRE BARIEHERMG - EEFMFIEMNEERED) - HB%E 15
EREERYEE  SBREE T 2NAERRRARIEML &R « PEBX
LR - BERBEHRAEECREENEESIT -

2025 F2ETESH - RIEY (TES ) BFESR - BRUZESZO
BRIt RRRESNTE2BR FIE2NMEEERES - ERARE
EED - AEREREAR - RBERBHY - CEXENEETS °
BEKBESCEPRERERY [TEX(CAEE ~ IREMS ) - EEAFBRENR
2k YRABEAF - SERARBEBRIRE - BRMHAEN
SEETZIANENRBTEDENR - tREEHREMRIENHIUL
BE-

002 / HEF



TH+FNTIERE - £2EBTENELHFREDZS TRIFTHIREE
(TZ2sE—xEzE) MERMMEMETIZMNNY - hREETEE
M T —EEIZHEERRE - ETRE2RAED - BEEERIZEEAR
SACEER ~ Tt S EBHERKHPNAE - WIEET 2AFEEBESF
WHERREFISRATFHERIVE ] KK - I RREEB T EEA
mE  RERMEN2HE - RERZTTEMALENEELEE -

it - RABHUFE—([EE - ZREEEHNIBETEEEAERRY
BE - IZ2EXR - EEREENER - EREIKETENEES
£ - BERMABT AL TT25) NES  BIEMEEARE - 1R=
AL~ RFALETE EREER - ARETENKEREREBEERER

LR E j é
g

/003



Preface by the Minister

As we open the pages of Taiwan Crafts . The Path of Sustainability, we seem
to follow a historical thread that stretches across time, and through it, come to
understand anew how Taiwanese craft has taken root, grown, and transformed
amid social change. This book is not only a systematic review of the seventy-
year history of the National Taiwan Craft Research and Development Institute,
but also a window through which we can see how craft, shaped by the
interweaving of land, skill, and culture, reveals a distinctive and resilient vitality.
From historical foundations and modern transformation to future outlooks, it
clearly presents the many dimensions of craft as a cultural practice, offering an
important perspective for understanding the depth and breadth of Taiwanese
craft.

Craft has never been merely a display of technique. It is a way of perceiving life,
a vessel for emotion, culture, and wisdom. The beauty of craft lies not only in
formal harmony, but also in the marks of lived experience, collective memory,
and coexistence with the natural environment. Through its careful account
of policy development, institutional growth, local practice, and international
dialogue, this book fully portrays how craft has responded to social needs in
different periods, shaped cultural meaning, and, through ongoing accumulation,
become a vital pillar of Taiwan’s cultural strength.

During the 2025 Taiwan Craft Festival, | put forward the vision of a “Craft Island,”
hoping to place Taiwan at the center of a connected network of craft hubs
spanning the north, central, south, and east regions, as well as the outlying
islands. In this vision, craft exists not only in exhibition spaces, but also more
deeply in everyday life, becoming an important platform that links tradition
and innovation, technique and technology, culture and sustainability. Mr. Yen
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Shui-long’s advocacy of “beautifying life through craft and revitalizing local
communities” continues to be reinterpreted in our time, and through deeper
cross-disciplinary collaboration, youth engagement, and international exchange,
new possibilities are unfolding. Taiwanese craft is moving from quantitative
accumulation toward qualitative advancement, and from preserving tradition
toward creating new cultural value.

Seventy years of craft development have brought Taiwanese craft from the
refinement of history into a new stage of diversity and innovation. Taiwan
Crafts : The Path of Sustainability not only systematically traces the course of
craft, but also lays the groundwork for Taiwan craft’s next milestone. Through
the content presented in this book, readers can see the role of craft in national
cultural policy, social change, and industrial development, and understand how
it continues to show vitality through cross-sector collaboration, local practice,
and international exchange. Looking ahead, | hope that the public will be
able to experience firsthand the energy and value of craft in daily life through
participation in craft hubs, markets, exhibitions, and communities.

Here, | sincerely invite every reader to reflect anew, through this book, on the
meaning of craft in the present and the future. Craft is the root of culture, a
landscape of everyday life, and an important force in advancing a sustainable
society. May we work together to deepen the vision of a “Craft Island,” so that
craft may not only pass on techniques, but also illuminate culture, enrich
life, and connect with the world, opening a broader path for the sustainable
development of Taiwanese craft.

Minister of Culture ;éj fiMV'\/
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Preface

To speak of “Craft Taiwan” is not merely to discuss the forms and techniques of craft,
but to uncover its deeper cultural contexts and social meanings. Each craft object
is an interpretation of the world shaped by human hands—a dialogue between
people and environment, between history and the present. Taiwan Crafts : The
Path of Sustainability is grounded in this perspective. It encompasses the NTCRI’s
institutional history and its efforts to advance Taiwanese craft, local practices, and
international exchanges. In the flow of time, it continues to respond to social change
and explore the value and meaning of craft in contemporary life, presenting a
trajectory that extends from history into the future, connects the local to the global,
and reflects the developmental path and cultural growth of Taiwanese craft.

Since its establishment in 1954 as the Nantou County Craft Research Class,
the NTCRI has evolved alongside Taiwan’s shifting social structures, economic
models, and cultural awareness. From its early role in promoting industrial
development and economic construction through craft, to its contemporary
focus on shaping lifestyles and cultural aesthetics, the role of craft has
continuously transformed with the times. Yet the cultural depth it carries has
always remained rooted in the everyday life of Taiwan. In 2024, marking seventy
years of craft development, the theme “Living Craft - Craft Living” called craft
back into daily life. In 2025, entering a new stage of “Craft 70+1,” the NTCR]
advocates “SLOHAS—Slow Living as a Way of Life,” embracing a sustainability-
oriented mindset more attuned to the present, and opening new directions for
craft in contemporary practice.

The concept of “SLOHAS” emphasizes six core values : Simplicity, Lifestyle,
Originality, Health, Aesthetics, and Sustainability. It is both a way of living and a
mode of cultural thinking. Craft is no longer merely something to be viewed or
collected, but something to be used, experienced, and practiced in everyday life. In
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doing so, it fosters a more harmonious relationship between people and the land,
and between people and the environment. As craft draws closer to daily life, its
aesthetic, functional, and sustainable qualities naturally unfold, spreading outward
like ripples and continuing to influence society as a whole.

In preparing this book, NTCRI has systematically reviewed historical archives and
collected documents, while also reflecting on the contributions of predecessors
and practitioners who have long been engaged in the field of Taiwanese craft.
From early policy directions under “Taiwan Craft” to more recent developments
in exhibitions, talent cultivation, collection and preservation, and cross-
disciplinary collaboration, Taiwanese craft has gradually established a stable
and diverse cultural foundation. It is now moving toward the vision of a “Craft
Island,” where craft enables Taiwan to become a cultural island seamlessly
integrated into everyday life.

The publication of this book is not only a record of history, but also a foundation
for the future of Taiwanese craft. Taiwan Crafts : The Path of Sustainability is both
retrospective and forward-looking. It presents the seventy-year trajectory of the
NTCRI’s practice, revealing how successive leaders and colleagues have worked
to strengthen Taiwan’s cultural substance and define its position, shaping what
we see today. It is also hoped that this book will serve as a driving force for the
next stage of craft development, allowing those who continue to explore the path
of craft to rediscover its value and inspiration within these pages. Furthermore,
it aims to become an important reference for research, creative practice, policy
implementation, and for all who care about Taiwanese culture. The NTCRI will
continue to uphold its mission of advancing the sustainable development of craft
culture and industry, working in partnership with all sectors to move forward
together—so that through craft, the world may see a different Taiwan.

Former Director of the National Taiwan Craft
Research and Development Institute
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Introduction

Craft : Driving Transformation and Sustainability

Looking back on seventy years of craft development in Taiwan, one can observe the
long-standing and close relationship between craft and social transformation. In its
early stages, craft largely took the form of “utilitarian craft for daily life,” with its forms
and techniques rooted in everyday needs, while also embodying the accumulated
wisdom of Austronesian Indigenous peoples across generations. Craft has been
gradually shaped and transmitted as a living practice through the interaction
between people and nature, materials and culture.

In 1954, Mr. Yen Shui-long founded the Nantou County Craft Research Class, laying an
important foundation for the modernization of Taiwanese craft. At the time, Taiwan
was undergoing postwar reconstruction and economic transition, during which
the policy of “using agriculture to support industry, and using industry to develop
agriculture” became a key strategy. Through a structured system of specialized and
tiered training, the program reestablished craft education and transmission models.
The subsequent establishment of the Craft Training Institute further cultivated mid-
to high-level craft professionals, while enabling the continuation and transformation
of traditional techniques.

As social and economic conditions evolved, the role of craft in Taiwan gradually
shifted. From early export-oriented handicraft industries to the cultural revitalization
driven by the Community Empowerment movement in the 1990s, craft gradually

reconnected with local culture and living environments.
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The 921 Earthquake in 1999, which severely impacted central Taiwan, also became
a critical turning point for reexamining the positioning of the craft sector. In the
post-disaster reconstruction process, through supporting distinctive local crafts,
promoting cultural and creative industries, and advocating the concept of “craft
in everyday life,” craft gradually shifted from a purely industrial activity toward a
practice with greater cultural significance and everyday value.

Entering the twenty-first century, design thinking and cross-disciplinary
collaboration have opened new perspectives for craft. Craft is no longer merely
about the preservation of traditional techniques; it has become an important
medium that connects culture, daily life, and industry. “Gong” refers to technique
and making, while “Yi” embodies culture and aesthetics. When the two converge,
craft transcends the making of objects and becomes an expression of cultural spirit.
The concept of “Living Craft, Craft Living” advocates for the reintegration of craft into
everyday life, allowing it to become a lifestyle in contemporary society. Grounded in
the core values of Simplicity, Originality, Health, Aesthetics, and Sustainability, craft
is not merely about objects, but a way of life. As craft re-enters daily life, people can
rediscover the warmth of culture through everyday objects, respond to the spirit of
the land, and embrace the cultural ethos of “Slow Living Craft” (SLOHAS). It is hoped
that Taiwan will continue to shape itself as an island of craft—one that evolves
alongside life—through the integration of technology, humanity, and ecology.
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Preface by the Minister

As we open the pages of Taiwan Crafts: The Path of Sustainability, we seem to
follow a historical thread that stretches across time, and through it, come to
understand anew how Taiwanese craft has taken root, grown, and transformed
amid social change. This book is not only a systematic review of the seventy-
year history of the National Taiwan Craft Research and Development Institute,
but also a window through which we can see how craft, shaped by the
interweaving of land, skill, and culture, reveals a distinctive and resilient vitality.
From historical foundations and modern transformation to future outlooks, it
clearly presents the many dimensions of craft as a cultural practice, offering an
important perspective for understanding the depth and breadth of Taiwanese
craft.

Craft has never been merely a display of technique. It is a way of perceiving life,
a vessel for emotion, culture, and wisdom. The beauty of craft lies not only in
formal harmony, but also in the marks of lived experience, collective memory,
and coexistence with the natural environment. Through its careful account
of policy development, institutional growth, local practice, and international
dialogue, this book fully portrays how craft has responded to social needs in
different periods, shaped cultural meaning, and, through ongoing accumulation,
become a vital pillar of Taiwan’s cultural strength.

During the 2025 Taiwan Craft Festival, | put forward the vision of a “Craft Island,”
hoping to place Taiwan at the center of a connected network of craft hubs
spanning the north, central, south, and east regions, as well as the outlying
islands. In this vision, craft exists not only in exhibition spaces, but also more
deeply in everyday life, becoming an important platform that links tradition
and innovation, technique and technology, culture and sustainability. Mr. Yen
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Shui-long’s advocacy of “beautifying life through craft and revitalizing local
communities” continues to be reinterpreted in our time, and through deeper
cross-disciplinary collaboration, youth engagement, and international exchange,
new possibilities are unfolding. Taiwanese craft is moving from quantitative
accumulation toward qualitative advancement, and from preserving tradition
toward creating new cultural value.

Seventy years of craft development have brought Taiwanese craft from the
refinement of history into a new stage of diversity and innovation. Taiwan
Crafts: The Path of Sustainability not only systematically traces the course of
craft, but also lays the groundwork for Taiwan craft’s next milestone. Through
the content presented in this book, readers can see the role of craft in national
cultural policy, social change, and industrial development, and understand how
it continues to show vitality through cross-sector collaboration, local practice,
and international exchange. Looking ahead, | hope that the public will be
able to experience firsthand the energy and value of craft in daily life through
participation in craft hubs, markets, exhibitions, and communities.

Here, | sincerely invite every reader to reflect anew, through this book, on the
meaning of craft in the present and the future. Craft is the root of culture, a
landscape of everyday life, and an important force in advancing a sustainable
society. May we work together to deepen the vision of a “Craft Island,” so that
craft may not only pass on techniques, but also illuminate culture, enrich
life, and connect with the world, opening a broader path for the sustainable
development of Taiwanese craft.

Minister of Culture ;éj fm.c\\/\/
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Preface

To speak of “Craft Taiwan” is not merely to discuss the forms and techniques of craft,
but to uncover its deeper cultural contexts and social meanings. Each craft object
is an interpretation of the world shaped by human hands—a dialogue between
people and environment, between history and the present. Taiwan Crafts: The
Path of Sustainability is grounded in this perspective. It encompasses the NTCRI’s
institutional history and its efforts to advance Taiwanese craft, local practices, and
international exchanges. In the flow of time, it continues to respond to social change
and explore the value and meaning of craft in contemporary life, presenting a
trajectory that extends from history into the future, connects the local to the global,
and reflects the developmental path and cultural growth of Taiwanese craft.

Since its establishment in 1954 as the Nantou County Craft Research Class,
the NTCRI has evolved alongside Taiwan’s shifting social structures, economic
models, and cultural awareness. From its early role in promoting industrial
development and economic construction through craft, to its contemporary
focus on shaping lifestyles and cultural aesthetics, the role of craft has
continuously transformed with the times. Yet the cultural depth it carries has
always remained rooted in the everyday life of Taiwan. In 2024, marking seventy
years of craft development, the theme “Living Craft - Craft Living” called craft
back into daily life. In 2025, entering a new stage of “Craft 70+1,” the NTCR]
advocates “SLOHAS—Slow Living as a Way of Life,” embracing a sustainability-
oriented mindset more attuned to the present, and opening new directions for
craft in contemporary practice.

The concept of “SLOHAS” emphasizes six core values: Simplicity, Lifestyle,
Originality, Health, Aesthetics, and Sustainability. It is both a way of living and a
mode of cultural thinking. Craft is no longer merely something to be viewed or
collected, but something to be used, experienced, and practiced in everyday life. In
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doing so, it fosters a more harmonious relationship between people and the land,
and between people and the environment. As craft draws closer to daily life, its
aesthetic, functional, and sustainable qualities naturally unfold, spreading outward
like ripples and continuing to influence society as a whole.

In preparing this book, NTCRI has systematically reviewed historical archives and
collected documents, while also reflecting on the contributions of predecessors
and practitioners who have long been engaged in the field of Taiwanese craft.
From early policy directions under “Taiwan Craft” to more recent developments
in exhibitions, talent cultivation, collection and preservation, and cross-
disciplinary collaboration, Taiwanese craft has gradually established a stable
and diverse cultural foundation. It is now moving toward the vision of a “Craft
Island,” where craft enables Taiwan to become a cultural island seamlessly
integrated into everyday life.

The publication of this book is not only a record of history, but also a foundation
for the future of Taiwanese craft. Taiwan Crafts: The Path of Sustainability is both
retrospective and forward-looking. It presents the seventy-year trajectory of the
NTCRI’s practice, revealing how successive leaders and colleagues have worked
to strengthen Taiwan’s cultural substance and define its position, shaping what
we see today. It is also hoped that this book will serve as a driving force for the
next stage of craft development, allowing those who continue to explore the path
of craft to rediscover its value and inspiration within these pages. Furthermore,
it aims to become an important reference for research, creative practice, policy
implementation, and for all who care about Taiwanese culture. The NTCRI will
continue to uphold its mission of advancing the sustainable development of craft
culture and industry, working in partnership with all sectors to move forward
together—so that through craft, the world may see a different Taiwan.

Former Director of the National Taiwan Craft
Research and Development Institute
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Introduction

Craft: Driving Transformation and Sustainability

Looking back on seventy years of craft development in Taiwan, one can observe the
long-standing and close relationship between craft and social transformation. In its
early stages, craft largely took the form of “utilitarian craft for daily life,” with its forms
and techniques rooted in everyday needs, while also embodying the accumulated
wisdom of Austronesian Indigenous peoples across generations. Craft has been
gradually shaped and transmitted as a living practice through the interaction
between people and nature, materials and culture.

In 1954, Mr. Yen Shui-long founded the Nantou County Craft Research Class, laying an
important foundation for the modernization of Taiwanese craft. At the time, Taiwan
was undergoing postwar reconstruction and economic transition, during which
the policy of “using agriculture to support industry, and using industry to develop
agriculture” became a key strategy. Through a structured system of specialized and
tiered training, the program reestablished craft education and transmission models.
The subsequent establishment of the Craft Training Institute further cultivated mid-
to high-level craft professionals, while enabling the continuation and transformation
of traditional techniques.

As social and economic conditions evolved, the role of craft in Taiwan gradually
shifted. From early export-oriented handicraft industries to the cultural revitalization
driven by the Community Empowerment movement in the 1990s, craft gradually

reconnected with local culture and living environments.
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The 921 Earthquake in 1999, which severely impacted central Taiwan, also became
a critical turning point for reexamining the positioning of the craft sector. In the
post-disaster reconstruction process, through supporting distinctive local crafts,
promoting cultural and creative industries, and advocating the concept of “craft
in everyday life,” craft gradually shifted from a purely industrial activity toward a
practice with greater cultural significance and everyday value.

Entering the twenty-first century, design thinking and cross-disciplinary
collaboration have opened new perspectives for craft. Craft is no longer merely
about the preservation of traditional techniques; it has become an important
medium that connects culture, daily life, and industry. “Gong” refers to technique
and making, while “Yi” embodies culture and aesthetics. When the two converge,
craft transcends the making of objects and becomes an expression of cultural spirit.
The concept of “Living Craft, Craft Living” advocates for the reintegration of craft into
everyday life, allowing it to become a lifestyle in contemporary society. Grounded in
the core values of Simplicity, Originality, Health, Aesthetics, and Sustainability, craft
is not merely about objects, but a way of life. As craft re-enters daily life, people can
rediscover the warmth of culture through everyday objects, respond to the spirit of
the land, and embrace the cultural ethos of “Slow Living Craft” (SLOHAS). It is hoped
that Taiwan will continue to shape itself as an island of craft—one that evolves
alongside life—through the integration of technology, humanity, and ecology
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