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The Craft of Sound
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Sound is the most elusive dimension in craft. While
we typically focus on form and texture, instrument-
making demands that artisans understand the
essence of sound itself. Every curve, every fraction
of thickness directly affects tone, making this craft
far more complex than purely visual pursuits.

In this issue, we spotlight craftspeople devoted
to sound—from the phoenix-like revival of Hsiang
Jen Ho's century-old drum-making to traditional
makers forging new paths today.

Taiwan was once a major instrument manufacturing
hub. During its contract manufacturing heyday,
the island produced instruments for the world and
sustained its own piano market. As times changed,
legacy brands transformed into experiential
workshops or international brands with their own
voice.

When we press our ear against a weathered drum
surface, we hear century-old craftsmanship still
breathing. The life of instrument craft resides in
its irreplicable sound.
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Part1

The Beam in Zi Zuo Fang Workshop
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The verb zhué ( #f ), meaning "to
carve or chop," is traditionally
used to describe the making
of the guqin. Rarely seen in
daily language, it reflects the
instrument's preciousness
today. The guqin dates back
over three thousand years and
is one of the "Eight Sounds"
(bayin), grouped with other
plucked string instruments
like the se, zheng, and pipa.

Despite its niche following, Lin
Li-zheng has crafted gugqin for
more than fifty years and was
named a Preserver of Taipei's
Intangible Cultural Heritage in
2024.
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Inheriting the Sound of Gongs
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Holding a round copper plate,
Lin Hao-hsien sits down and
lifts his hammer—the sound of
clang, clang, clang fills the air.
Behind him, the steady zzz of
welding comes from his father,
Lin Lie-chi.

Founded in 1945, Lin-Wu Gong
Studio is now managed by father
and son, with Lin Hao-hsien as
the third-generation successor.
Located in Yilan City on a site
named after his grandfather,
the workshop began as a metal
factory, once forging iron and
repairing vehicles—until one day,
a customer brought in a broken
gong to fix, marking the start of
their gong-making journey.
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In Puxin Township, Changhua
Country, a bookstore owner
has devoted forty years
to studying erhu making.
After dismantling nearly a
hundred old and new erhus,
through repeated failures and
experiments, he developed his
own craft philosophy. He is Tu
Ming-shun, the founder of The
Erhuist.
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Blowing the Sound of Earth
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The ocarina featured in the
film My Neighbor Totoro is
small and simple, yet produces
a deep, ethereal tone. Ocarina
master Nomura Sojiro once
described it as "a sound born
from the earth." Though its
origins are obscure, one story
traces it to an Italian baker
who shaped clay toys in his
oven; their goose-like form
inspired the name"ocarina,"
meaning "little goose."
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Crisp as Wind, Light as Bamboo
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A group of Taiwanese musicians
passionate about bamboo
instruments founded the
Taiwan Bamboo Orchestra
(TBO).

Since 2006, led by Luo Cheng-
hun and Liu Yu-lin, they have
performed and developed
new bamboo instruments. The
idea began when they played
silent exhibits at a bamboo art
show—an impromptu act that
sparked the birth of TBO.
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Sounds of Living
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"Come closer and listen," he said.
| leaned in, held my breath, and
gently pressed my ear against the
weathered drumhead. No one was
striking it, no noise surrounded us,
yet | was startled to discover the
drum was not silent. From its deep
interior came a faint but distinct
hum—neither dull nor aged, but
carrying an ineffable resonance and
depth, like the steady, profound
breathing of a centenarian.
"Remarkable, isn't it?" Wang Xi-kun
observed my astonishment with the
pride of a master craftsman. "Drums
are alive. Their life is in their sound."
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Part 2

Silent Guardians of Sound:
The Art of Instrument Restoration

MENEA > TSR
4t E5 32

IhE
{_?.'_\'
B 44

RS BRI
ISR BRZEY

XF [ HER EmE/ - J
B R f2fft / ThEtt

BB RIER > R SLBNE
BR—RFABHREZBE - EKX
MZEME > EF—REEHES

(Steinway & Sons) £ —{i 3
BENERT  c ERFHERLG > R
ALSHFE—EASTHET o i
T ABEMEEANEGES »
HEEE > GEERE—UERMN
DBk HREEIT—ZBRENE
o BE  MET—EZE I
EBNSBETENEZRIZHE
B BAEZMENEE > BER
—RBEERRE > —REERB
BYEEE o RS FIZRAVEERE
ZA ) ERRIE > WRRZ

FFEh

o]
g9

(A

Before the spotlight rises,
the National Concert Hall is
wrapped in deep silence. Only
a Steinway & Sons piano and
a tuner remain on stage. He
bends close, listening as if to
an old friend's heartbeat. A
single note echoes through
the empty hall—steady and
resonant, a gentle dialogue
between man and instrument.
Before the grand symphony
begins, this quiet moment
becomes its truest overture.
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Renewed Wood: Second Movement
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Inside an old woodworking
factory in Taiping, Taichung, a
cello quietly air-dries within a
dust-proof glass case.

Surrounded by the scent
of timber and the weight
of time, its graceful curves
and glistening varnish under
natural light form a striking
contrast to the industrial
setting—a moment where
craft and artistry meet.
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The Mad Workshop of Musicians
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Along the riverside area
of Shengang, enclosed
by expressways and
interchanges, tightly packed
alleys weave through rows of
old factories. Faded tin roofs
and deep industrial echoes
sketch a scene from Taiwan's
manufacturing past. Few
would imagine that the silver
flutes shining on stage were
born here. Standing inside a
small workshop founded by
a retired craftsman feels like
stepping into the origins of
Taiwan's manufacturing—time
has passed, yet somehow, it
has not moved at all.
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Originating from Japan, the
top musical instrument brand
Pearl established its first
overseas production base
in Taiwan in 1974. Today, it
operates two factories—one
focusing on drums and the
other on flutes—located in the
Tanzi Technology Industrial
Park (formerly Taichung
Export Processing Zone),
where it has thrived for over
fifty years.
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"The world of electric guitars is filled
with mojo," says Bear, founder of
custom guitar and bass brand Teddy's
Note. From the start, he used mojo to
describe the passion and dedication
players have for guitar craftsmanship.

In this realm of tone and aesthetics,
every wood grain, metal part, and
vibration casts its own spell. Some
beliefs border on folklore, others rest
on craft and technique. Between myth
and precision, the pursuit of the 'perfect
guitar" - and the quest to grasp its mojo-
is what makes this world so captivating.
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The Sculptor of Sound
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Compared to a few years ago,
the UFO-shaped instrument
known as the handpan has
become increasingly visible.
With its long, resonant tones
played by hand, it produces
a deeply soothing sound.
In the past, most handpans
were imported. But in 2021,
Tzun's Pan Sound Sculptures
in Yilan announced the
"First Year of Taiwan-Made
Handpans." Founder Pan Tzu-
chun, embracing the spirit
of a maker, created the first
handpan made in Taiwan
and began promoting the
craftsmanship of metal sound
art.
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The Art of Luthiery: Time, Wood,
and Strings in Harmony
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Walking into the "Music 4 fun"
Experience Center in Daxi,
Taoyuan, General Manager
Chen Wei-hung leads the way,
giving a tour. Pointing to the
coconut trees at the entrance,
he gestures at his waist and
says, "They were only this tall
when we planted them." Now,
they've grown tall and strong,
swaying gracefully under the
bright sun and open sky.
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A Musical Dream Drawn in Paint
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The third-generation owners
of the Chang Lien-cheng
Saxophone Museum are Mr.
Chang Zong-yao and Mrs.
Wang Cai-rui. Walking through
the museum with General
Manager Wang, visitors are
surrounded by finely crafted
saxophones—a legacy that
began with founder Chang
Lien-Cheng's story during a
time of war and scarcity, and
with the determination that
transformed hardship into
possibility.
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Taiwanese Rock Anthem:
The Spirit of Craftsmanship
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How far can the power of
music take us? How can
the beat of drums unite
positive energy from all
sides? In late July, the NTCRI
hosted the launch event
for the "Taiwanese Craft
Lexicon,"announcing the
release of 1,200 key terms.
At the event, the upbeat and
lively song "Taiwan Craft Fly
Fly Fly" was performed for the
first time.
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