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Crafts of Hualien

Exploring the Aesthetics of Craftsman in Communities
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curator| Wang Yuhsin  co-curator| Elanyun VAVULENGAN

Along Taiwan's Eastern Coast, a profound cultural narrative unfolds—where knowledge, techniques, and
cultural expressions are intrinsically woven into the history, environment, and communal life. From
prehistoric Taiwan jade cultures to ancestral indigenous crafts, each artifact embodies a complex dialogue
between human creativity and the natural landscape.

Spanning diverse media—rattan weaving, ramie textiles, jaw harps, facial tattoos, banana fiber arts, pottery,
bamboo crafts, and shell bead works—these craft works are not simply material artifacts, but living archives
that capture the profound interactions of diverse ethnic communities with their ecological and social
contexts.

Over the past century, the region has also seen the continuation of copper smelting in Dowmung, Hakka
brickmaking, deity statues, stonecraft, and the revitalization of traditional tribal housing and contemporary
craft practices have emerged the needs of modern lifestyle.

Traditional craftsmanship is fundamentally shaped by three primary factors: crafting techniques, production
processes, and materials. These elements represent more than technical methods; they embody intangible
cultural heritage and the traditional wisdom of ethnic groups in material processing.

In the past, craft objects were produced to meet the daily needs from ceremonial rituals to wedding customs.
Today, they voyage through cultural preservation and supporting local knowledge economies.

The exhibition traces this intricate journey along Taiwan's East Coast, revealing how communities in the
East Longitudinal Valley and Coastal regions consistently create objects that are living expressions of a
harmonious dialogue. These artifacts embody the rhythmic cycles of human creativity, nature, belief, and
ritual— a testament to the enduring spirit of cultural continuity.
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