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Visitor Satisfaction of yii collection
Company:
Title:
Name:
Phone/Mobile:
E-maiil:
Add:

Please take a few moments to complete our satisfaction survey. Your responses will help us to

address any issues that you may have.

5-Very agree 4 -Somewhat agree 3 - Neither agree nor disagree 2 - Somewhat disagree

1 - Very disagree

Very agree

Very disagree

»

<
<

How much do you agree with the following statements?

»

No. Question 5 4

Overall, I'm satisfied with the exhibition of yii.

I’'ve heard of/seen yii before.
(from: )

3. | I’'m satisfied with the originality and design quality of yii
collection.

4. | I'm satisfied with the quality of craft production of vyii
collection.

5. | After visiting exhibition of yii collection, | understand
more about the craft and design from Taiwan.

6. | I'lrecommend exhibition of yii collection to others.

Please list the 3 items from yii collection which impressed you the most.

1. No. 2. No. 3. No.

Please list the 3 items from yii collection which impressed you the most.

1. No. 2. No. 3. No.

What suggestions do you have about yii?

Thank you for your time and valuable input.
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HHEE (RS W 19cm X L 26¢m)

'change and transformation, the underlying law behind nature'

HEERERET (R~ - W 12.5¢cm* L 18cm)
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IKEA pIUS Designer Pili Wu

TERTIAL craft Artist  Jian-an Su
Dimensions H55, W20, |_55

Material Silver, Plated gold

Global brand IKEA meets Taiwanese crafts, generating a new meaning for
its modern-style objects. A skillfully lacquered and decorated chair loses its
everyday dullness. A typical IKEA table leg is covered with a wood-carved
decoration depicting the deity of protection. Guan-Yi. riding a dragon. An
ordinary lampshade gets a transparent porcelain cover with a pattern
inside portraying a mythical battlefield of tigers and dragons - which is
brought to life when the light is switched on. A new lampshade for a desk
light turns a plain light bulb into a mysterious fireball.

Yii A (RN W 9cm* L 5.3cm)
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(1) BOMA] B RETHFS#RER Crystal Bennes
http://waywardsentiment.blogspot.com/2010/04/milan-salone-20 10.html

JE3Z:Yii at Trienalle: To be painfully honest, for some reason | still have this impression of
East Asian design as sub-standard. Even though | love, in particular, Japanese fashion
designers and architects, | think the ‘made in Taiwan’ and ‘made in China’ labels on
cheap clothes and furniture have somehow sunk into my subconscious. So when | saw the
Yii Taiwan design pavilion in the Trienalle (Milan’ s design museum) on my second day in
town, | realised | needed to seriously adjust my thinking. The pavilion was beautifully
constructed and all objects within the pavilion beautifully presented. Plus they had tea. |
love tea.
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(3) FRAME-faRRaRATRERS » MRINEHRES=
BRERERENE -
MX:Gijs Bakker BEFERERE @ BERRFTEOLEREZELE MM Yii
WEE  FmE NMERE--

» BAZF Yii mIEAEFER A

208 : TALK : GIS BAKKER

FROM TAIWAN WITH LOVE

Afterleaving Droog GIJS BAKKER turned his attention to
Taiwan, where he is developing Yii, a brand he hopes to imbue with

international élan.

WORDS FEMKE DE WILD
PHOTOS COURTESY OF Y11

How did you end up In Talwan?

In 2008 I was invited by the Design Centre
and the National Palace Museum to develop
ideas for the gift shop. Then in May 2009
the Taiwan Craft Research Institute asked
me to come up with new ways to stimulate
Taiwan’s tradition of crafts, which was
threatening to disappear. My idea was to
have Taiwanese designers - people with a
background in contemporary design — work
together with craftemen. These young
designers know almost nothing about their
native culture of crafts.

Why Isthat?

The big dilemma in Taiwan is that
modern design schools offer youngsters
an education based on an international
language with a focus on Europe and
North America. It's a langnage that lacks
individuality. Some 20 to 25 years ago, we
saw the same thing happening in Japan.
One of my tasks is to research ways of
developing a personal identity through
crafts, an identity that does exist in
essence. | find the work fascinating.

What characterizes this Identlity?

Taiwan is a small country that hasn’t
suffered under the yoke of Communism
and that has a significantly developed
technological industry. Add those facts to
a culture that’s based on Buddhism and
Taoism, and you get what we Westerners
perceive as an unbelievably rich world

of stories and symbols. Compared with
the Taiwanese, I feel very flat, very one-
dimensional. Their religions nurture

a belief'in prosperity and not, asin
Christianity, in hell and damnation. This
has an impact on people. It’s good after so
many years of Europe and America — not
terribly interesting to me anyway - to

be delving deep into the tremendously
fascinating culture of Asia.

And It's also fascInating In terms of deslgn?
Taiwan is basically unexplored territory;
people still live and work in a very simple
way. But the upcoming generation wants
more. The West is pampered and overfed.
My challenge and this project are about
developing objects that carry the context
of the local culture and yet transcend the
atrocious souvenir. Objects that really
have something to offer, that mean
something.

Is It difflculttohave deslgners and craftspeople
work together?

Designers have a hard time understanding
the value of traditional techniques and
figuring out how to master such methods.
Confrontations between designers

and artisans who make woodcarvings,
ceramiocs and silver objects for Taiwanese
temples can be really interesting. Designer
Pili Wu made a wooden seulpture for the
Ikea Plus project that featured a Buddha
and, below him, a dragon nodding its head.
The woodearver put up a fierce protest.
The dragon stands for prosperity, and its
head must be raised.

How do you deal with such clashes?

They precipitate an incredible amount of
debate, which is a diffieult branch of sport
for most Asians. Hierarchy is extremely
important in the East, and Asians are

not taught to think outside the box. Asa
European, you ecan't go too fast; loss of face
is extremely painful, and people totally
clam up if you're too direct. As time passes,
the designers have started opening up,
however. I talk to them on Skype for hours,
and nowadays our conversations can get
pretty intense. I have an idea, the designer
takes a stance and the maker sees things
from another perspective. The designer
has to find the strength to develop his own
idea, and the maker needs to adapt. Tt
hasn’t always been easy. There are some big
names among the artisans participating in
the project.

What kind of Influence do you have on the
deslgners?

One of the women wanted to make an
object that would contribute something
new to the tea ceremony. She based her
design on three senses - sight, smell and
touch - but her initial attempt displayed

a predictable international design style:
monotone, minimalist, taut lines, one
colour. Modernism is about designing a
form without thinking about what form
means. I have nothing against modernism
-it'swhere I come from — but I'm here

to teach designers to draw on their own
strengths. We tossed it all out and took
her design back to the original idea. What
she made is a very poetic little bird's nest.
When a result like this one finally emerges,
I’'m happy and the designer is surprised.
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Aslahas been apopular source of deslgn

for some time now. What’s new about your
approach?

In the past five years, many Western
designers have travelled to Asia to have
their ideas produced by cheap labour.

In my opinion, this almost stinks of
colonialism. T definitely didn’t want that
sort of thing. On prineciple, I'm working
only with Taiwanese designers. That could
change, of course. When Renny [Ramakers]
and I founded Droog in 1993, we also
worked exclusively with Dutch designers.
Once you've secured your position, though,
you can loosen the restrictions.

Life after Droog - Is It what you expected?

I'm just a dyed-in-the-wool designer

who'’s wildly interested in the product.
Droog involved a lot of management and
commercial pressure, and I certainly don't
miss the pressure. Now I can concentrate
wholly on my own designs while working
as the art director of Yii - that’s a position
that fits me like a glove, and it's basically
what I did for Droog as well. This project
gives me the same feeling T had when we
first set up Droog. We made products

that embodied a spark of brilliance,
objects with something to say. What I’'m
experiencing now has the same sense of
excitement.

Speaklng of excltement, has the exclting
evolutlon of Dutch deslgn vanished completely?
I think the latest generation of designers,
which includes my son, Aldo, is certainly
capable of giving Dutch design a renewed
sense of élan. They're making designs
that show a deep interest in use, in ritual,
in material and tactility - how the object
is picked up and held. The spectacle that
we've seen so often during the past ten
years is over, though. It's almost old-
fashioned. I think genuine innovation is
going to come from an as-yet-unforeseen
place. Maybe Great Britain, maybe Brazil
or, more than likely, India, whichis a
country I'd still very mmch like to visit. For
the time being, however, I haven’t finished
my work in this part of Asia. Projects that
are already surfacing in China hold the
promise of new research for me - this time
involving the use of indigo and paper. s

gijsbakkercom
yiidesign.com
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(4) Items-fREIH B =R ETHERS
AN AR E BBIVRETAIE
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(5) DAMN-LEFBRFHI R wHRERS
R8T 2R HA B EE(
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(6) The Dots-farBI A1 & & 5T REEE
EE sy —=
WSS Yii mhE K Gijs Bakker
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(7) AT Casa-Z AR A 2SRRI
RESERTB L IKEA
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(8) Core T7-2IRE AR A DAL htto://www.core77.com
BRE:2010 KEERETH-KREBEN T BRI Yii
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(9) WWD Life Style-fiBA B & 5T M4 SEE MM
EEXERERERAFANPEXE
ASCAME Yii i
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(10) The National- FAJh{E B sRAK

R=FRPOEHA Yii RREDENFTERE - ARUEE T2 FTRENLE Gijs
Bakker 1F  # A BIREREEHAV TZ2AMERETAD  ALIRKRGEIRARM - M0 AR

BRERFROE - A B X B EmR -
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(11)Volkskrant-far B8 28 = R BT RAR
NSCAE Yii g
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