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An Interwoven Path of Crafts in Taiwan
LEE Yulin

The 2nd imternational Triennale of KOGE! in Kanazaws focuses en crah and regionaliism a5 s
twio conceptual pdlars. The former refers to functional objects that are skilthulty made and ave
a closa e to & particuler locality, while the latter poirts to the afforts 1o rranulaciung procudns
weith mach hocsd, cultural, and socio-political complications.

Regarding the two concepts, key words Include: people, place, cammunty, connEclion,
idinmyncrasy, mennony, tradifion, cutturs, and history, Thass are concems that saem antithelical
to Modernisem, i this regesd, eralt and ragionalism share with Postmadedn discoursss
the questaning of & universal progressive imege adwocated by Modernesrm, Under thrgat
of desappearing ina civilization wath incregsing globslzation end digitafization, the cantmus!
practices of creft and regionalisan ere commaonly fraught with two conilichng desiras; the desine
of resistance and thet of regenerston. They reprasent two diametnicslly opoosed forces, one
T weithhald and the ather jo reach cut lnoather words, the fields are usually divided by two
gosis, one i presenve reguonsl traditions end the othar to innowste madition by introducing
naterogensaus alements.

The crafts in Tanwan &02 8 cege in point. Presanily, the isswe s further complicated by the
cument state of confusion in the isfand's palitical and cuueal identity, Taiwan, stil seeking ita
atatus B9 A nation, has & histary of multiphing poiticsl end cuttursl codonization, and thus i
particularly characterized by its pluralist cuftural references — the Taweness aborigines, the
Chirxse, the Dutch, 2o the Japanese, The esgence of Taiwanese cultung is & mixturg of these
experances To highlight this cultural commplexity, | hawve Incorporated a diverse group of works,
ranging freen tostilo dasign, banboo handeralt, fasken design, and conernparnany st

Thasser wwarks are dvided NG beo grouss, The st group features (e govesirnl-Soonsod
artempts to presande traditional crafts sooas o ejuvenata (ocal industry, The other feouses on
mebvidual artists who choose to uss labor-mensive bandicraft technigues as & call 1o reinstate
the traditions and cultures that were repeatedly abolishad during varous politcal tressitars on
island; 10 question the impact of globalization on local indusiry; or to mvestigate e the value
al using time-gonsuming handmade processas in an industry that & extensively mobilized
by mass-production. The artists, despite their examination of diversa ssuss. are connected
Iy thair strass on the process of oeating crafts or handiworks, and by their reflections on the
redation batwean their oroduction and local conditions

The first group of works in this exhibition is comarised of bamboo craft tumiture fram the
Masonal Tarwan Craft Research and Development Institute in Mantou County, 8 scenic
mountsinous county located in the center of Taiwan. Aanang many sbundant e matarisgs in
the region, bamboo has long been diatinctve. The predecessor of the Mational Tenwan Craft
and Resasrch Institute was the socalbed “coonty craft training classss,” established by the
Jepanese government in 1235, From early on the local people have used bamboo extermivaly
o make thew deily necesaities and long ago developed mature craft techriques. However,
it was the Japanese who introducad the complesity of bamboo weanng trcmigues 1o the
region, along with the nowel idea of using rene bemboo for high-culiural objects (g, flowsr
baskats for tes censmanyd,

After WAATL the Nationalst duaminotangl government fromn Ching expanced thess dasses
ime a full-scale institution to “imprese the gualitg and marketing of local handicrafts.” In effecy,
thee rancivwork incusiny grestly prospered m the Mantou regons, 1hes 1L becarma an impeetant
resaurce of forsign exchange deposits for Tahwan in the 19702 and B0s. In this axhEition, the
o of cesigned beeaboo furmiture shonwcases the Institute'’s recant efforts to redewelop a
fecal Fandicraft mdustry they fas been in dadine since the 1250s.

Thue project with the brand naesse Y, an English pronunciation that can refer to severs! Chinase
characiars such as transformation B, craftwork (881, and idea (&), was lsunched in 2007. The
bask: formuta of Project Y3, reflacting the government's naticral mohilization i ganersting
its cuttural industry, s to forge a relationship between local skilled craftspecple ard moosm
designars from Tanwan and the ntermational arene through dscursive and orestive collaboretion.
The salection features furniture that suggests a new vigor o both the Japanese bamboo
waaving technigues and Teiwan's local comventional bamiboo craftsmanship. This group of
fumitiure, mainky cornposed of woven bamboo aihips, apeaks for the cultural complexities of
the developrment of bemboo crafts in Taswwan. The interwowen history of bamboo crafts also

W2 AR ERTH T~ | 2nd INTERNATIONAL TAIENMALE OF KOGE! IN KANAZAWS
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repregants a mecrocosm of 1he genersl realites deepty rooted in Taiwanese culiuwe, palitics; ard
higicny, A eriticed point, howewer, Mgy De rased here. Athough Projact ¥ has begeiitan a aood
number ot will-designed and cracefully-crefted alvects, many of the designad itemns remain as
conceptual products that are kent from merketing by governmental stipulations. Thes sduation
saclabes the initial plam for crafteork, and it remaing & fask for the Insttute and e local craft
arfists 1ok owl some cregtive scheion i the futurs,

The second group i the exbibition, in contrast to the previous cese of national initiatives,

inludes three indadual atests: Yema Tarw, Jofan Ki, and E Chen, who have besen matvated

to diehe into & senes of sodg cultural, ethnic, and political issuss that Tavwan faces. Yuma Tang,

whose mother = an Ateval, ore of the hineen sbongiral Tibes in Taiwan, hes flung haraelf

into the challenging task of reviving the disapeeanng cultusal Ble of the Atayal tnba, which

wes radicaly eradicatad during the Japenese rde. In the Atewal’s traditian, textile wesving was

wital fer eomimuna! He and wea pradominantly practioed by womee = For Yuma, to racover © 1iHistonoaly, the

tha Arayal's Faditonal textile dyaing and weeving techniquses is anly & point of departure. Her rrastery of waaving
evierius ool & 10 resurrect the Ateyal cutture and to reconstrugt its histong. As she ingists, "Craft ﬁh ‘mmm
akore & armalistically) empry it we don't begin by re-constucting the culture,” Recognizing ﬁﬂn?:ﬁisw h:ﬁ
ihe Importance of a sell-sustainable local aconomy for true cultural renaissance, Yumra has tha privians of
Toungsd the Atayal Dyeing and Yeaving Cultural Indusinsl Quarter in hee mother's village, fazit 1aians, which
locatesd i the vakey of Ta-an Rier in Miaol Courty m norham Teswen; she (s gsa ambitiously yurdkd Sl tham b
diesming of astabisting a ful-scale ethric school there ona day. gy

Jonan Ku and E Chen, ceparting from wery cilenent gences, have both amived at & paint of
imvastgating Tanwan s difficult economic siuation due 1o gicbalzation. Ku takes ssue with the
daterioration of the Taiwanase texdile incustry: his fashion snd tewtile design reconsiders tha
potantal meaning of manual work. Using needlss, crocher, and a1 imes, his own fingers, Ku
has wraeted a lina of sculpiural clothing that blatently chalenges the globslizing process of rmass-
productsn, Frean - a more imward perspectve, E Chen, a conceptualisl. painstakngly ulfioes
knitting 9% & channgl to re-pddress the decraesing economic strength and politeal wsibility of
Tansvan, His postcally woven landscepe recalls not only Taiwanass historical sxpanences, hut
8lzo isinuetes the multpiving coltural identrties of the artst, who was brought up in Tansan,
spent len yaats in Los Angeles and now Ives i Canada and Hushian, Taiwan. E Chan's werk
evidances not oy the commgheations of his personal identity, but the similsr confusion that anll
defines Tewan a5 & cultural oty ond 85 & naten

Regarding the practice of crafta, as already mentioned, there are constani pulls beteeen
preservation and innovation. Wihat the selecton exhénts here mdicates this development of
Bith ends, nan mtenwoven wey, in Tahwan,

Curafar's Biography
LEE Yulin, Ph.D.

Arsiic Obecine m e Tishe Bank Fourdaund 160 &1s and Tt

Been in 1563 in Keshung, Taiwen, Lee received o MA degree in comparative cuthee from Sophis Winvarsity,
Japan and 2 Fh.0, degree inchestoery of @ ang echitecivng fom T instilute of Fine Ars, New York
Liniearsity, LISA Sneia preasntly the artstic direcior at tha Taishin Bank Fourdation far tha Ars ard Gultuna,
S wins ohigt curstes at the Talpa Fine Ana Mussum inDedween 1893 and 200, inwhich capachy she was
Tesnmlde far Taiwan's paniopstion in the Venazia Bsannale 11950 and the launching ol the Taipes Bienrs
115688 Among her cumnanal exgenances, she has co-curated Teiwan's parhcioahon in the 1588 Ase- Paciic
Thermial in tha Qusenslard Art Gallary and weas the curaos of Jepen's sarticipation o tha 2002 Fukuaka
Apdn An Tieanis. She wes tha joor foe Inlerratisnal Jucge of ASEAM At Sward (2000 and 20021,

Bhn has racabvad with gramiede vanious scasemic end curatorisl research grants, which indudad Ty
Schalsship, Fulboght Scholarship, IFPA Councl o Friancs Faliowsnip, Dueatorst Residercy a0 1he Fukuoka
Asgn AN hMusaiam, s the resesrch grant Tram e Japen Foundshon.
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R70~71: Dry gardan 201349
P0-71: Oy ganden, 2013

E Chen

Barm in 1866 in Kaohsiung, Tanwan, E Chen studied applied arts in Fu-den University, then recaived
an MFEA fram UICLA in 7853, and a Master of Architesture in 1996 from UC Berkelay

Despate his training in architecture, E Chen retumed fo contemporary art, which provides him
maora freedom 1o express himself than architecture. Mavertheloss, E Chen continues 1o Bxpiore
hig interast in the creation of architectural Spece and its interreletionship with the work on display
Thus, mes? of his aarhy arteorks wees archibecture-based seulptures and sas-specfic installations,
which incorporated & wids range of matedizls in ordes o dabve into divergent concapts. |n this
aense, £ Chen works like a conceptual artist, who corstantly escapes from the orbits sat by the
ropeated uss of the sarme matensbs or artistic forms

In 2002, E Chen shifted his enargy to 8 brand new tarritony: vam weaving, & technique and
matarial rarsdy seen in contemporary art. E Chen taught himsel! an efabaorate thres-dimensional
waving technigue with which he atternpted to exnose the absurdity of tha hierarchy betwean
&, architecture, crafts, end handiveces: that st survves todey. Upon his return 1o Taieean in 2003
&fter over ten yaars in LA, his yarm weaving series has become & mean nepid threshedd far hirm to
raconsicer hirmsalf as'an artist in his homeland of Tanwen Using mass-produced items, he single:
Fandedly wove a desalate 1sland comprised of cactus and netural plants with other American and
glabal evendey abjects. While the depictad scenery recalis E Chen's memaries of Los Angeles,
tha usa of the weaving techrique and the theme also symbolizally refer to Taiwan's poitical status
through an economic machanism. That is, the amist laments the demise of the orce-nrosparous
extie industry in Tatwan

E Chest has had solo exhibiions o several mainstream art institutions such as the Talpe Fne Arts
hugeum (Tawwar, 2010), Indisnsocis Museum of A indiana, LSA 20000, Kachsisng Musaum
of Fing At [Tanwan, 2002), UCLA Hamimes Museurn [Las Angales, LS, amang others, Hig wark
has been included in majos international exhibitions such as the Singzoore Biennale (2008), and
the Taiped Bienmale (Tahwan, 20080 1

& W | Taiwan
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Johan Ku

Barn in 1973 in Taipes, Johan Yy Vien) €u magred n both fashion and textile design as an
undergradugte, He continued to study creative fashion design at the Fu-Jan University, whare b
racaived his ME dagree i 2005,

From early on, Ku showed an intanest in crossing boundaries that have bean conventionslly
imposed by different arts gendes. Hes BA degree collection Dolores, which wan first prize in the
graduate show, was comprised of a ssties of textiles that were imegularly knitted and pattemed
The erimson-red textilas exude an imgression of tattered emotions and heliowad loneliness,
suitably echoing the theme Daloras ( “satness”), the ides of which Ku derived fram a photograph
tekan by Canadian-ltalizn photographer and director Flona Sagismond)

For his M3 [Master of Sciance) degree productan, Ku set his foot rito fine arl per se, by adopting
the naotion of soft sculpture. The senies Emational Scuiptore consisted of rew white wool that was
aritirely hand-kniftec and crocheted into three dimensions with muli-gauge stiches to creata
ciothing with a sculpture-like effect. One dress from this collection gamered favorabla attantion
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Hole—##19 0115
The Heds 18, 2011

trarn Gen Arl, the Brgest intesnational II"FT

fashwen compettion in the WS, whech

awarded [ the Vision of Avant Garde

Aoward, in Mew York Chy n 2008

Ku's contineal exploration in textile dasign end sculpturelie orassing came to e maw peaRk in
the codecton The Hole (2011), Inspired by the mavie with the sama tils by the intamationally
renownad fim director Tas Mingding, this colection teatures unusual hales randamly placed in
i rass 80 that the weanss, like an artst, can decide each tme which halss to uss and thus re-
defing the wearer's silhoustte: Relatvely speaking, The Hols senes hus gone bevand “functicna!
chathing to arrive a1 & nesw ganre whene tashion, soft sculptare, and art mest, Theough The Hals
Ku wiag invited by Mourad Merzoukl, choreographer and director of the French dance company
Cie ¥8fig, to desigr the costumes for the dance Y0 Gee T, jointly commissioned by the National
Theater and Concert Hall in Tanvan and CON de Créteil et du Val-dehisme in France m 2013, 2y
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epitiBlE 20135
Convlution of Lifs, 2013
Photo: Taizhin Bank Foundation for arts and Cultura
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Yuma Taru

uma Tary weae barr in 1962 in Taichung County, Taiwan, Her mather is an Atayal, one of the
Taiwanese aboriginal tibes, and her father & 2 Han Chinesse wihe sexthed in Teiwen after WL
Although Yuma s now extensively recoanized as the Ataval weaving and testiie artist, she did not
learn the weawng technigue in the traditional tribal way, which can anty ba pessed down from
mather 1o daughtar On the contrany. Yurna grew wp under strovyg Chinese cuttural influsnce and
gractuated fram Mational lS"LJI'IQ' Hsirlg |_|‘|il..'F_|r‘_‘-'|iT'!.l i 'Iga:.' majonng in Chinega Literatuie. SHha then
worked a5 a oivil senvent in the city

in 1590, than krawn by ber Chinase name Huang Yall, Yurma encoumerad an swkward £ituation
when she helpad prepare an exhibitton on Tehwanese aboriginal taxtiles &t the Taichung County
Culwral Canter For the first fime, she sensed the cultural values of her Atayal background. The
mecdt year, she returned o her mother's villsge 1o live with the Maipuwsn thbe i the mountain
anc torasearch Atayal culture. She was struck by the fact that few tibeswomen stil possassar
the original weaving skills that were essental 1o be an “authentic” Ataval wormsn: even warse,
the discoverad that tha antira Atayal culture was iapdly disappearing.

Wisth the goal of reviving the unigue Ateyal waaving iraditions se wall as the Ataval culture at
large, Yurna entared Fu-Jan University to study modem textile design and weaving and dysing
techniques, receving a Masters degree in 1997, In her textile work, Yuma uses the CONCEpIS
of modern art and design a5 an interface ta cannect the unique Atmyal weaving mraditions with
CONEMporany society. She attemps not ooly 1o recover anginal Atayal weaving methods and
wionEn pattemns, but slse & self-sustainable iving Atayval culiune per S8, by growing indigenous
rame &5 hreads and Shoulang yam as dyes. Yumna ingists, "Crafts slane ars emoty withaut living
calffures.”

I shaping tha textile ariwark, Yuma alen oomows haawily fram tha Atayel's belief that 8 parson’s
ife is & weoaving work of God, so evary testile piece she waaves is comprised of intenawoven
cicles, syrmooizing the mestng ard parting between paople. Mixing together diverse matenals
frem ramie threads and woal and special vams with stainless steel wire, Yuma introduces
soufptural plasticity Into her radianthy-colored texdile waork that readily speaks the langusge of
cortemporany art, while at the same time refers to the rich cultuses of Tarwanese abargingl
veraving crafts, lur|
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Im 2007, the Mational Tahwan Craft Research and Devalopmant
Imstituta, the mast hstorcal and lerges-scala instiunon davoted
to preserving and promating lacal crafts Industry and cultural
assets n Tawan, leunched an ambitious project Y, The goal of the
projest was 1o enliven the locel handicraft industry by bringing n
international ang actree Tanweness modeim Gesgners 1o callabesate
with docad craft masiers. The followsng collecton of barmboa furniture
ia the brairchild of this project, 1oy
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Cocoon Pl - Safa, 2009
Proto: National Taiwan Cratt Research and Devalopment Institute
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Craft artist: CHEN Kao-Ming
Designer: Rock Wang

Cocoon Flan i jointhy conceived and mamufactured by Rock (Chun-Lungl Wang, designer, and the
craft arist Chen Kao-Ming

Chen Kao-Ming, born in 1958, i frorm a family of bamboa handhaork artisans in the Zhushan
region. However, he did not star learning bamboe craft until 1982, In exchanga far the
gowvernment's support of his pian 1o continee barmboo craft in his Rormeatown, Chan sarved as a
government's wechnician of bamboo craft for twe vears in Western Afnca, hedping thw local peaple
develop ther own bambon oreft industny, This experience was lluminating for Chen 84 he later
became mora experimantal in seging bamboo both as materisl for regenerating the local industry
of bamboo craft and as a promising medium for aristic expression.

Among the Zhushan craftemen, Chen is known for ks work in large-scale fusniture and s
revolutionary spirt. Chen's skillful creftsmanahip and fis interast in explonng the possnikties
of the material was evidant in his callaboration with the globally eminent industial designar
Konstantin Greic and thest realization of char 43 Known simply 85 437 this groundbreaking
cantilever chair is antirely hardmade from forty-three hMoso bemboo strips, which gives the
chiair the neme 42 |n recent years, Chen has alse directed his ensngy inta the resesrch of
bamboao craft cultune in Taiwan with a focus an the Zhushan region and in tesching the histony
and practice of bamboo craft at the school.

Aack Wang was born in 1978 i the rural county of Yilan in Tamwan. He recewad a BRA from
the raputabls Industrial Desgn desartimant of Shis Chisn University in 1998, and an 1 Master
from the Design Acederny of Eindhaven n Holland in 2004. In 2011, he co-fourded Studio Oiag,
which asms at bringing “insight,” gieo in Taiwanesel, ino ther design, He was invited by Droog
Design to exhibit &t the Milgn Furnitere Affair in 2005, and was setected as one of 100 Chiness
Desigrars” in 2008

Ora of Rock Wang's many mottos is: Life experience is mare impostant than creative ideas” |n
fact, mary of his design concepts are informed by his life experences, in particular, his childhood
spant In the countryside of Yilan, Cocpon Plen is an example of this characteristicof Wang's
design. In pre-modem days, raising silkworms wes an impartant avocation for farmers. Silk not
anly provided signifcant econcmic subsidianes, but silkworms also worked a5 natural wesvars,
hedping 1o mend broken rustic tems such as farmer's hats, sandals, baskets, and dustpars,
nnmnalhy handmada from natural matenals like bamboo ar rush gress, Cocoort Sian - Sofa bas tve
different viarsions - ang i& wrapped with shining silk, while the other reveals the sturdy work of
the “disarranged weaving technitue of the craft artist Chen. Deriving its form from the shapa of
a silkworm's cocoon, the Cocoon Plan afso poetically racalls the harmanious relationship bebaween
man and reture that characterized Tanvanese rural ite in the old dayva thraugh its Lixurious wss of
thousands of actusl coceaning silkworms. ILvl
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Covoon Plan - Sofa, 2008
P Mafional Tasvan Craft Aesearch and Devalopment Institute
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Craft artist: CHIU Chin-Tuan
Designer: nendo

Tt serigs project Bamboo Steal Zen Chair and Dining Chair speaks o a different pessibility for
an international desgner to collaborate with 8 locs!l oaft artist, The projest, collsctvaly devaloped
by Japanase design studim nendo and ChinTuan Chiu, the mush-regerded bamboo weaving
master of the vounger generation in tha Zhushan ragion, is the frugt of the ncessant discursnie
process between the dasigner and the craftsman,

Chiu Chin-Tuan was born in 1962 in Nantod County. After graduating fram Mational Zhushan
Senior High School, Chu started practicing all sorts af barmboo craftwork, She is recognized
paiticularly for her delicate weaving skills and bar deep understanding of the beauty 25 well as
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Bamboo Steal- Zen Charr, 7011
Fhoto: Mational Taiwan Craft Research and Davelepment Institute

e difficulties of bambao as a material far differant tvpes of cratbwork and for industrial design.
wasmmdmeEwmwgmﬁmﬂLﬁmHmmrmwmawmﬁemmquwme
barmboo weaving technoques. Her wark, often combing varied techrigues on a smes, decarativa
obsect, exudes a sensitvity that suggests the apsthetics of Japanese bamboo weenw g traclitian,
where her mentor Huang found the root for his art

Studio nendo & cebabrated for thedr ability 10 ranslate qualities and sesthobics amangst different
genres. Their desagn, Righlighting the aesthetics of simpicity and usahility, allages to “reconstitute
the everyday Dy collecting and reshaping it mio something that's easy o enderstand.” Thus,
whan nendo was imdted by MTCRI 1o devalop & new conceptus design for the bamboo industry
in Taiwan, the team's prrmary designer Sata Oki fbom in Canada in 1977) bagan with resaarch
into the region’s fradikonal bamboo handcrafts and the kocal history and cuitures by intensewing
wacal arlisans. Recognizing fhe materiel's fragihty to changing temparatures, and &t the same
me, attemnmpting to expesment with the possibility of mass production far crafy niustry, nerdo
proposed Lhe surpnsing Bambioo Sheal seras

Wit the: sid of Chiu, Bamibop Stew! translates the sensibility of various bemboo ealt techniques
stch as bamboo tubes and bamboo weavng inta stesl, a lasting industrial matanial, Imdating the
canstruction methods of bamboo furmiture, nendo had steel thinky sliced and carefully woven
undar Chiu's suparision. Than, the woven parts were conjoinad to manusiy-hent tubular stael
pipes o farm a metallic char that retaing the light quality of bemboo and the visus plancy of the
mgtenal. Bamboo Stee! lluminates once again nerndo’ s vitalty in introducing design into daily life
by “recconstituting the everyday” and thus leunches a dislogue between genres that athenwise
wioalkl never meeat 1Lyl
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Bubble Sofa, 2011
Pragty: Mational Teswan Cralt Research and Development Institute
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Craft artist: SU Su-Jen
Designer: CHOU Yu-Jui

Both Suthie Sofs and Barmbool Barstool were collectively corpeived and manufactured by tha
eraft artist Su Su-den, and product designar Chou Yu-Jul.

S Su-dan, bam in 1981, spent her childnoad in Zkushan Townshin, & mountzinous ares whers
e centunies bamboo has flounshed and therefare the region derves s name “Zhushan” BT in
Chinese characters), Elerally meaning "bambos mauntain” As far most peapls Iving around the
Zhushan region. bamboo has alweys been & familiar daily sight for Su - as a chiid, she halpad the
Tamily chap bamboo stalks dor making varicus wensils, dig bemboo shoots for food, and collect
dried bamboo brénchies to make brooms Altheugh Su started creating bambea handicrafts
only aftar marrying a lecal bamboo crafismian, Chen KaoMing, she soon mastared the material
and becama knowr for her skills and innovation i bemboo weaving, in particular, the so-called
‘disamanged weaving® technique. She is also a fallewsr of the master Huang Tu-Shan, a Living
Mational Treasure in bambon weaving,

The designer Chou Yu-Juj was bom in 1974 in Taipei. He studied mdustnisl design as an
undergraduate and recaived an MFA fromn Cranbrook Academy of A in the USA in 2002, He
founded KEV Design Stucka in 2009 and now lecturas in both Shih Chien University and National
Taiwan University of Scisnce and Technology In Tame:. Chou's designs frequently dermonstrate
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#i:Bamboot — A —A. 2007F
Lett: Bambool Berstool, 2007
Raght Bambool Stoel 2007
Photo: National Taiwan Craft Research and Develogment Institute

concams with explorng newy ways of wsing, o sven interacting, with daily necessities. Both of
his daesigns, The Broom that can be inserted into the lleor when not in use, and Cake / Guast =
Pleasurs, a plate that is designed with marks 1o help divide a cake evanly sceording o the numbar
of guests, wera recognized with tha iF concent design award at the 2003 CaBIT, tha warld's
leaching high-tech trade shaw in Harovar,

Bubble Sofa conssts of 732 identical hand-waven bamboo balls thet ane defily joined by matal
rings and rubbar so that the valuminous sofa is surprsingly lightweight. Each ball i waven
with six bamboo strips, Torming a circular void &t the center like the bubbie from whance the
sofa dervas 15 rame. Weaving a hollow ball i an elementary 1ask for bamboo weavers, 50 the
bamboo ball is whigustous i the daily lves of the Zhushan people, ranging from toyvs and animal
neck-nells, o small, decorative abjects, 1S, neventhebass, a challerging ides to design & sofs with
50 mary balls while still retaining stabiity and comfon. Subible Sofs extands the modem miodular
design concept and sgnifies not anly the infinite: potantial for bamboo as a matarial for creftwork,
bzt also sheds ight on the developmeant of the local bamboo handiwork indestry.

I contrast, Bamboo! Barstool mantests the dose work of charactenstic craftsmanship with an
exguisite design cancapt that brings together several commanplace bambos crafl slemants
often applied saparately - bamboo tube, bamboo splitting, &nd bamboo weaving = into one
piece of funcbonal furniture. Sambool Barsion| made minimally with only theee barmboo tubes,
transparenily embraces the materssl restrmant and manufacturing process of a single bemboe
tube - unapoiled on one end, treated, split and mtersovan on the other end to form & structusal
surface. It is indeed a graceful fruit grown from tha collaboration batweaen Su, the craft artiat, and
Chou, the desmner, in their exploration of the special qualities of the Makinoi bambon, known
partioularty for its toughness and resilience. Bambeoo! Barsfoal won the *Coup da Cosur” favard
at Maison et Obgact Paris in 2008, and the Red Dat Design Sward of Germany n 2009, (L
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EXHIBITIONS & EVENTS ORJIECTYEVE SHOP
DBJECT MAGAZINE SENDUSYOURNEWS WE LOVE
AUDIO DESIGN MUSEUM ABOUT DBJECT

OBJECT EYE

Welcome To The 2nd International
Triennale of Kogei (Craft)

TAONDAY AUGUST 05 2012
LISA CAHILL

The 2nd International Triennale of Kogei (Craft) opened atthe 215t
Century Museum of Contemporary Art on Saturday in Kanazawa. A
formal opening ceremany (with Object's Director, Steven Pozel, doing
the honours on the ribbon cutting) was followed by a private viewing
for guests of the four country exhibitions

The day did not end there. Following the curators' lunch, there were
floor talks by curators and arists and thankfully my Japanese was up
to the task (atleast the beginning and end ably translated far me priar
to the trip by Kathryn Hunyor, Object's Head of Creative Programs)
Danie Mellor spoke about his wark, Mative Gold and contributed his
considerable knowledge of Australian Indigenous art.

ENTURY MUSEUM OF CONTEMFORARY ART, TRIENNALE OF
I, OHl MUSELIM, LOLA GREEND, LORRAINE CONNELLY

In the early evening all staff, invited guests and international curators and artists gathered in the museum's restaurant for a reception party and
many, many speeches of gratitude. Then a small dinner with the wonderful museum director Yuji Akimoto, the Triennale coordinator, Masahiro
Saito, and his assistant Ayumi.

On Sunday we were privileged to visit the Ohi Museum set in the grounds of an old Samuri house, with the 10th and 11th generations of master
ceramicists. We experienced a 500 year old tree, a private tea ceremany and a visit to their studios in the hills overlooking Kanazawa. Here both
father and son with their assistants create ceramics that are collected and commissioned from all over the world.

Sadly we leave Kanazawa for now but the 3rd International Triennale is not far away...

Lisa Cahill curated the Indigenous Australian craft and design contribution for the Triennale of Craft at the 21st Century Museum of
Contempaorary Artin Kanazawa, Japan for Object: Australian Design Centre.

£ IS + R
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4-7 Qctober 2013 Hall 5BC Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre
s Leading International Fine /
MTERRATIONAL BMES ™ MAGAZNEZ ™ BLOGE VDEQS PHOTO TPAICES | GALLERY GUDE = &RTEMEF BEOLTOUE | ALOUIN HEWS LOGH = SEMUP
B LUUIN AR | N | O E:8E | Read in Japanese | @ K E
Search &ll, Venues, Atisle Suhma D
FEER LA

PERFORMING ARTS = ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN ~ | ARTISTS | ART FRIC

2nd International Triennale of Kogei in
Kanazawa

B Emal - P £ 1% g W Tweet 2 :' 1 it Wm it

rmational

Chen Kao-Ming and Rode Wang's “Cocoon Plap—Sefa” (2004), maca by combining tradiiona! bambon waading 4—? Gttf;lhl.‘—:'l‘ ED-] 3
lachniguas with modem industial desion mathods HE-I'I','.] K 0

Singwat vantion and Exhibition Centre
Pubbshed. Augusl 8, 2013
KANAZAWA — The 2nd International Triennale of Kogel in Kanazawa, with the theme “The Arts MOS'I’ POPULAR
— Grounded in Region,” opened at the 21st Centurv Museum of Contemporarv Art, Kanazawa on
August 3. THIS WEEK | THIS MONTH || THIS YEAR
Although the term “kogei” has long been (somewhat mistakenly) used to designate a category of 1 Top 5 Japanese Art Blogs
craftsmanship and labor unique to Japan, the Triennale seeks to transcend this narrow definition, .

INTERVIEW: Thakoon on Tasaki
looking instead to identify “craftical elements” that run through a range of other artistie

expressions. This vear's edition of the Triennale showcases crafts from Santa Fe and New Mexico, 3 ?'3'2'3 Alain ?'—'Ca_SSE Takyo 10 Host
Australia, Taiwan, and Japan, resulting in an astonishingly wide and free-ranging exploration into sauternes Wine cvent

exactly what comes under the purview of “eraft,” especially in relation to the specific environmental £ Tattoos and Hatsune Miku at Manila's

and vernacular characteristics of the region in question. Dutdutan Festival
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Chests and boxes adorned with straw appligué (a

variaticn on European and Arabian marguetry],

Dogugaeshi” Stops in Los

contemporary re-wotkings of traditional ebariginal
Australian handierafts. and vepurposed dyved
fabrics from minority aboriginal tribes in Taiwan
abe just some of the examples on display.

Particularly impressive in the Taiwan section were

Chen Kao-Ming and Rock Wang's *Cocoon Plan

— Sofa™ — slinky, eurvaceous pieces of furniture
INTERNATIONAL

that combined traditional vernacular bambon

weaving technigues with the streamlined contours

i
af modern industrial fabrieation, az well az Johan PURLISHERS | ART PUBLISHER
Ku's chunky knitwear that draped over the mannequins with an almost sculptural weight. Now providing:
+ Exhibition catalogues
Since Kanazawa was declared an International City of Crafts in 19935, and its acceptance into the + lllustrated books
L S ; 5 L : + Corporate publications
UNESCO Creative Cities Network as a member in the Crafts and Folk Art subdivision, the city has + Customized or

hosted various conferences and competitions that promote a variety of crafts from around the
world. Crafts have been one of the main driving forces behind Kanazawa’s culture and economy

since feudal times, while recent vears have seen a heroic effort being made to continue to pass

down a diverse range of techniques to a vounger generation of artisans.

Follow @ARTINFOJapan POPULAR ON FACEBO

o

K

Go to top 1
Facebook _2#REIE
Contemporary Aris, Design, Fashion, International Triennale of Kogei, 21st Century Museum of
Contemporary Ar, Kanazawa, Chen Kao-Ming, Rock Wang, Johan Ku W ARTINFO Japan
A i 450
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